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none1 but that corneth from spayne in floure packed In pipes,
but thei have plentie of mais and other rotes wherof thei make
brede, and plentie of frutes as oranges, pomegranattes, iimons,
fygges and divers other as thei have in spayne, also thei have
cotton growing and catiafistula and suger. The people of the
countre go nakyd bothe men and women, saving women that
have husbandes were a clothe from the wast almost to the knee
as it were an apron, but those that be not maried go all nakyd,
fd. gzv  and when a woman is with childe or dothe norse2 a childe the
husband will not lie with her for nothing, for thei take it a
gret offence, but as sone as she is wt childe he taketh an other
woman till she be delivered and have norished. And when eny
of the gret men of the indies which be called caciques die, thei
make a gret hole in the ground wherin thei put him sitting and
sett before him both mete and drinke and so cover the hole
ageine w* tymbres and turves of earthe upon it, and leve open
a hole as bigge as one maie scant go in at and then as many of
his wyfes as do ernestlie love him take mete with them and
goeth into the hole, and after thei be in thei cover the hole w1
tymbre and erthe so that thei can come no more owt ageyne,
and thei have a belefe and saie thei go to acompany him to an
other worlde when thei shal have more honor and pleasure then
thei have here. In this ilond ther be divers mountaynes and
yle of    rockes of salt, ffrom cape sent nicolas to the ilond of cuba is
cuba      14 leges west. This ilond hath of longitude 250 leges and of
latitude 50 leges, and in some placys but 30 and 20 leges of
bredthe. It is a good ilond and plentie of vitell but the land is
somewhat montuos and asperous.  Thei fynde in it moche
golde but it is not so fyne as the gold of the SpaniolaS. The
people be idolatres and one part of the ilond is inhabited w*
spaniardes and the ende of the ilond that is next to cape sent
1 Some wheat was grown on the high cool plains of the interior, and
by 1520 there were (according to Peter Martyr) twenty-eight sugar
presses at work, while the large output of cassia fistula (introduced
from the islands off the coast of Venezuela) promised rapidly to reduce
the price of this commodity.
a Nourish or nurse (O.B.D.).
s A long passage of the original is omitted here.